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Celebrities donate watches to help fight global diseases of poverty
‘The Race against time’
On 18th November 2005 LEPRA will be launching its fourth annual celebrity auction. This years’ appeal is backed by actor and comedian Mel Smith and watches have already been donated by a host of rich and famous celebrities. Those who have supported LEPRA’s appeal so far include Jude Law, Ewan McGregor, Joanna Lumley, Sir Alex Ferguson, Emma Thompson, Eric Clapton, Robbie Coltrane, Ian Botham and Padraig Harrington.  
The chosen theme of “time” highlights the crucial importance of early diagnosis and treatment to help reduce the risk of disease transmission and help save lives. LEPRA works in ten of the world’s most deprived countries to fight leprosy and other diseases of poverty including HIV, TB and malaria. Increasingly the charity’s work focuses on community health education and provides people with the knowledge to protect themselves where possible, identify the early signs of disease and find appropriate treatment when needed.
By bidding in LEPRA’s watch auction, anyone can make a contribution to the cause whilst walking off with a select piece of celebrity memorabilia just in time for Christmas.  The auction will take place on ebay’s charity site and our experience suggests that business will be brisk. You can log on to LEPRA’s auction on Ebay from the 18th November. If you want an early glimpse of what will be up for grabs, including watches by Tag Heuer, CK, Hugo Boss, Mulberry and Ebel, why not visit LEPRA’s website (www.lepra.org.uk).
The following global statistics illustrate the enormous scale of the problems faced by LEPRA and their international partners:  

· Leprosy. Although widely thought of as a biblical disease, there are still around 400,000 new cases every year.

· TB is the leading cause of death for people infected with HIV/AIDS. Approximately 2 million die annually
· Malaria is estimated to kill one and a half million people every year including one child every 30 seconds
· HIV. It is thought that there are around 40 million people living with the disease worldwide. A staggering 700,000 children under 15 were infected in 2004.
Notes for the editor

· LEPRA is a medical development charity established in 1924 and originally called BELRA (The British Empire Leprosy Relief Association).
· Its mission statement is to: ‘Bring health, hope and dignity to people affected by leprosy and allied diseases”.
· Earlier this month, LEPRA was recognised by the prestigious American Centres for Disease Control with a £200,000 grant to fight HIV in India.
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Contacts : Lizzie Dearling Events Officer on 01206 216 734
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Sir Alex Ferguson’s signed Nike Triax watch





Joanna Lumley’s Mulberry ladies watch





Eric Clapton’s limited edition watch designed by graffiti artist 'Crash' - no 46 of 100 made





�





�





�





Some example pictures of items kindly donated 








